Harry Stone Collection 
By Georce T. MAXWELL, Cartoonist, 
Pi imenaton (Del.) News-Journal 
THEN Uncle Si Perkins of Cor- scheduled to be held over until Jun- 
‘talk Crosing emerged from the wary 3. 
railroed sition om his Srst Vink © ‘Thewe cactoone, selected from the 
New York City, brushed the cinders collection of Harry Stone of New 
oft his linen duster, flicked a bit of York City, all appeared at one time 


countryman's visit to the big metro- men, the walrus-moustached barten 
polis which appeared in the 2 cecal gpere 
Magatines of the eighties and nine- grounds 


old New 
this accepted type of Rube together could do 
with other pictures which gave a good more attention than any that has 
rose section of life in the big eity been held 
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‘two score or more years ago. 

‘A collection of early cartoons deal- 
ing with New York City life in all 
its various 


ter, 
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‘thousands of visitors who daily out 
thronged the museum, that it was the country. 
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catalogue of the association, 2 large 
percentage of these drawings. were 
Toaned by the Harry Stone Galleries. 
Likewise, during the past decade, ex- 
hibit after exhibit has been held with 
drawings loaned—or exhibited per- 
sonally—by Harry Stone 

where the war 
2 fine collection 
originals hangs ins 
palatial “home, Another collection 
graces the home of Russian nobility, 
While others may be found in Aus- 
tralia, Brazil and many other fara 
‘way countries—all coming from the 
Harry Stone Galleries in New York 
City. And scores of such collections 
hang in American homes 

‘One of our Western cities recently 
opened a million dollar club house 
‘and golf links and many cartoons 
pertaining to golf which at one time 
were in the Stone collection now dee- 
‘orate that elub house, 

‘And 0 it goes. The reputation of 
the Harry Stone eattoon eolleetion te 
International. No. series of articles 
dealing with such collections would 
be near complete without mention of 
the thousands of drawings which at 
‘one time hung-—and many of which 
stil hangin his New York galleri 

‘The writer of this article is well 
‘qualifled to speak from personal ex 
Berienee of the wide. reputation 
Harry Stone enjoys in the rt and 
bookshops of this country. Not only | 
does the writer have a number of | 
fine drawings in hie collection which 
‘ame from the Harry Stone Book 
shop, but he had an experience about 
two years ago which may be worth 
recounting here 

James J. Walker, whose collection 
‘was deseribed in the December issue 
of HOBBIES, had received a letter 
from a collector offering several 
drawings for sale at a price. Neither 
he or the writer were familiar with 
the atts mentioned, so they went 
to Philadelphia one day and visited 


three of the best known art shops in 
that eity, all located within a short 
distance ‘of Sixteenth and) Walnut 
streets, 


‘The man in charge of the first 
shop entered did not know anything 
‘bout the artists mentioned in the 
letter, “But,” he said, “if you will 
write to Harry Stone of New York, 
he will be able to tell you anything 
you want to know.” 

‘The proprietor of the second shop 
also could tell nothing of the artists, | 
‘and he also advised getting in touch | 
‘with Mr. Stone, After the man in 
charge of the third art shop read 
the names of the artists, he said 
“No, T ean’t tell you anything about 
them but if you'l 

‘Get in touch with Harry Stone of 
New York,” finished the writer and 


Mr. Walker in unison, “we can find 
‘out all about them.” And so we did. 

‘Not long after that the daughter 
of Eugene Zimmerman (Zim), of 
Horseheads, N. Y., wrote to’ the 
writer to ask about the value of some 
drawings that had belonged to her 
father, who had died a short time 
before. The writer advised her to get 
im touch with Mr. Stone and he was 
later advised by Mise Zimmerman 
that the desired information had been 
promptly forthcoming. And so it is 
generally recognized in art. circles 
throvghout the nation and abroad 
that Harry Stone is the outstanding 
authority on American eartoons, and 
particularly of the work of Puck 
Artists of several decades ago 

Mr. Stone's experience in first ac 
quiring his vast collection of cartoon 
‘originals recalls to the writer's mind 
the story of Aladdin and the Wor: 
erful Lamp. When Mr. Stone de 
seribed how he first entered the room 
piled high with original drawings 
from Puck—and newspaper articles 
which appeared in the New York 


press st the time Mr, Stone acquired 
them stated that there were sixty 
thousand drawings in the lot—it 
Drought to mind little Aladdin going 
down into the cave at the magician's 
bidding after the wonderful. lamp, 
‘and passing through the rooms filled 
‘with precious gems and gold. The 
‘writer doubts if allthe jewels in exis- 
tence piled in one room would bring 
tohhim the thrill that would have been 
his could he have entered that room 
packed to the ceiling with original 
“rawings by the most famous of Am- 
rican artists and knew they belong- 
od to him. 

A few weeks ago Harry T. Web- 
ster, the famous cartoonist, had one 
of his noted "Thrill That Comes 
Once in Lifetime” series showing 
a new art director telling an office 
boy to remove from the walla of the 
fart room a lot of original drawings 
by Davenport, Opper, Ding and 
many other noted artists, ‘The thrill 
‘experienced by that fice boy, and 
the thrill of Aladdin as be entered 
the cave of jewels, would be mild 


Harry Stone, of New York City, whone cartoon collection is widely known. 


‘compared to the thrill this writer 
‘would have derived from Mr. Stone's 
experience some twenty-two years 


ago. 

‘Yet Mr. Stone assures the writer 
that he didn’t get a thrill at all, in 
{fact he almost had to be compelled 
to take the huge pile of drawings 
(Chink of that, fellow collectors, and 
Join me in a big, hearty groan!) 
‘which would have made an ordinary 
collector turn green with envy just 
to view. And when one considers the 
fact that there were sixty thousand 
drawings inthe lot acquired from 
the Puck editors back in 1015, Mr. 
‘Stane's supremacy in this field’ may 
bbe readily recognized, especially when 
IC In connidered that there are very 
few collections in. existence today 
with more than 500 drawings lated 
in them. 

However, his collection by no 
‘means approaches that figure today. 
Soon after he obtained the Puck 
drawings, which he stored inthe 
Dasement of his shop in New York 


til today he has only © 
‘sand remaining, but they are all fine 


‘ith: "Plek- 
‘these 


interview granted 


Tn an interesting 
the writer by Mr. Stone he had the 
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between 1875 and 1915 representing 


Potirics, HuMor, Drama, SATIRE 
Selections sent on approval 
THE BOOKSHOP OF HARRY STONE 


hands and anew plley was lneoe 
furated, a large ‘umber’ of old 
Gawings which were. no, longer to 
be teed. were purchased by me, en 
oe, ie tonetnes of "Mr. 
Gitoy, the then rt editor. He had 
recs bad rng teed 

‘them at the time 80 of several hundred pertaining to the 
idea of what pleasure and adventure geroplane and ballooning, an equally 
they would give me. The first thing large group on the automobile, an- 
Thad to do was to move into IES? Gther devoted to New York Clty in 
‘quarters with a basement and Upper which its life, streets and buildings 
stories where I could store the m- are portrayed. Represented in this 
terial, Shortly after that we were jatier group are. many of the {ype 
ined with flood which damaged Sppearing in the 1800's "30% and 
'& considerable portion of the draw- 1900, showing the rube coming to the 


big city as depicted by the much be- 
whiskered man with carpet bag: and 
‘umbrella, 


“There are many groups devoted to 


the prenenta™Cletlan, Mekiney, 
Roonevel Taft and ‘Wilbon nat 


‘the process by which the 
drawings for the important double 

the center of the maga- 
reproduced on stone, where 
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‘color fuide by the printer, the 
other side remaining blank. ‘These 
trial proof lithographs were usually 
limited to one—at least T have never 
found any in duplicate.” 

Mr. Stone Jeclares that his activi 
ties in connection with the Puck col- 
lection have brought him great plea- 
sure, not only the joy experienced by 
‘the real collector inthe indulging 
of a hobby, but it has brought him 
{into intimate and sympathetic con- 
tact with many men and women = 
tablished (and then trying to. got 
established) in the field of art and 


i 


é 
i 


u 
ay 
i 
: 
k 
1 


a 
ii 
hy 
He 
i 


2a ais 
Original Drawings of Cartoons and Caricatures Fer amber of thee cnt 
That have appeared in "Tht the collecting of caren ee 
PUCK AND LIFE Ser aed alee tone of the trek 


hobbies {the firm belief of 
‘Stone. But he also feels that the 
‘American public hus not yet given the 
recognition it should to the work of 


a na a 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 


day find that they have made an in- 
vestment that will repay them many 
limes over for their time and trouble. 


favor of the English artists, who 
‘work ia now held at « premium, but 
he is sure the day will soon arrive 


Frank P. W. Bellew (Chip), George 
B, Luk, Grant Hamilton, W. A. Rog- 
rs, H. MePease, Dalrymple, Hass- 
‘mann, Will Crawford, C. J. Post, E. 
W. Kemble, Robert Carter, Otho 
Cushing, Hal Groen, Homer Daven- 
port, C. G. Bush and scores of others 
‘of the prominent cartoonists of the 
Past three-score years in addition to 
representative work by many of the 
leading cartoonists of the present 
day. 


